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Y The Farming Systems Research Review Team of the Consultative Group on International Agricul—-

tural Research Technical Advisory Committee.
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. ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES

‘ INTERNAL EXTERNAL
FARMERS' GOALS
Income, food - | MARKETS  INSTITUTIONS »NATIONAL
preferences, risk  feq Product Land tenure |e— POLICY
RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS Input Credit :
Land, labor, capital Extension

CLIMATE
Rainfall
Frosts

-~ FARMERS
DECISIONS -

OVERALL FARMING SYSTEM
Cropping pattern, rotations,
food supply, labor hiring, etc.

TECHNOLOGY
FOR THE TAR-
GET AREA
Time, method,
amount of.various
practices

I
1

SOILS

BIOLOGICAL !

. Pests : Topography
Diseases | Soil type
Weeds Slope

'—~=— == Circumstances which are often major sources
of uncertainty for decision-making
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(CIMMYT Economic Staff, 1981)
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Table 1. Division of responsibilities among components of a national cropping systems
program. '

Program Component » Respox;sibility

Network of test sites Qite description, design of improved patterns, testing.
Formulation of recommendations with support from
Technical Support Team (s) (TST)

Regional research stations Component technology research; Varietal screening, long

(Commodity and disciplinary term cropping pattern trials; Performance_of agricultural

) programs) chemicals; Operational support to nearby sites.

! Technical Support Teams (TST) Full time team. Visit test sites to provide support in
research design, experimental design, analyses and
interpretation, ensure feedback on technical and opera-
tional problems to the Cropping Systems Program
Committee (CIP). Identify trainees, serve as trainer,
organize workshops, combine site results. '

Coordinated inter—agency Sets policy, selects, sites, structures staff compliments

Cropping Systems Program at sites and in technical support teams, monitors

Committee (CIP) methodology used, insures feedback to commodity and
disciplinary programsor departments, identified training
needs.

Commodity and disciplinary Conduct research on aspects of component technology, -

programs or departments environmental classification, research methods g and

problems identified in onfarm test sites.

From Zandstra, 1980.
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