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Assessment of Impact of Farming Systems Research

Abstract

Farming Systems Research has consistently been conducted for several years in Thailand
and in often claimed to result in the increase of productivity, decrease in production costs and
increase in the farmers' income in several areas. However, there arc sicll inadequate data on socio-
economic changes, especially on the impact resulting from this kind of cperation. Therefore the
assessment of impact of Farming Systems Research is important and can lead to some improvement
of farming systems research methodology in the future.

The area in Dok Kham Tai district, Phayao province was selected to be the study area.
This impact study makes use of an agroecosysiem analysis in evaluating productivity, stability,
sustainability and equitability of farming systems research technology as well as assessing the impact
on the community. The basis for consideration of the impact is the comparison of changes with and
without new technology.

The variables under study will include the level of new technology adopted in the
study area, changes in an agricultural income and total household income as the result of technology,
differences in new technology adoption of farmer groups who have different socio-economic status,
variability of technology for production in different ecological environment and the roles of supporting
agencies . in research and technology extension. Data analysis will mainly be based on descriptive
statistics.

This study has a period of 3 years for operation. In the first year (1989}, 160 household
samples were interviewed by using questionnaires for data collection. During the second year (1990),
an additional data will be collected in depth by sclecting of 30 household samples within the project
in Dok Kham Tai district. The third year (1991) will be spent on analyzing data and drawing conclusion.
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