299

insasnIEasiunsdadangulunying
iNaR@IR LABAINITY

Female Farmers and Village Formal Group -

wisnwol gnasoilamaned  wazdladed nowuend
anuzinsaNEa uninendsvenunn  uszanzuypasngafuazdinuinga
WA YOULNN

Abstract

Rural development process currently focuses on village group formation and human development
especially female farmers who had long been neglected. This article aims at assessing present situation
of village formal group formation and female participation in group . activities. Data presented based on
limited secondary information gathering and semi-structured interview with village key informants and
female villagers. Paticipation of female farmers in meetings and training limited to the researchers
experiences in field data from pump irrigation projects in selected locations.

At prsent, village formal' groups organised in the villages are village committee, female groups,
youth groups and other specific groups such as silk weaving group, mat making group or credit groups.
Formal groups are organised widely and independently from government control, information concerning
formal group formations is aiso limited. Concerning women, there are no specific women organisations
represented at all level. Formal women groups in villages are organised by two government departments,b
Community Development Department (CDD) and Department of Agricultural Extension (DOAE). Female
farmer group organised by CDD is known as "Women Group" while organised by DOAE is known as
"Farmer housewives group” which indicates the department’s definition of female farmers. Formation of
these group is based largely on farmers’ leader or responsible government staff initiatives. It is
often found that both groups consisted of the same female farmers. Both departments provide female
farmers with home economic training such as food preservation and processing , in certain location,
ideas of cooperatives are provided. In addition, female farmers have minimal participation in village
administration, statistics reveals in 1988 that only 4 percent of female were elected in the village

committee. Although in February 1990, the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives issued a guideline to
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include women as target group for extension, however, under the current framework, female farmers
have been excluded from agricultural extension and are organised in separate group.

it is found that “farmer housewives group” and agricultural youth group tend to have more
collaborative activities because they are responsible by the same person, home economic staff of DOAE.
#urthermore, the researchers get impression that female farmers tend to receive more training and
modern agricultural knowledge while attending agricultural youth group which consists of both male and
female. In addition, female participation of all groups are still limited to members from relatively better off

farmers. Therefore, responsible staffs should be aware of equity problem in the village consistently
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3. % \npaINTEaTfdanlsrmlvzdl 35.1 74 206 533 267
4. % \nvaInTeadfidniandiz
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- milsip 17.5 9.7 636 na na
- fisnTriuafaninneas 34.0 10.3 333 416 8.3

flan : Mekong lIrrigation Programme (MIP) 1991. Impact Assessment
of MP on Woman. Mekong Secretariat Bangkok pp. 8-11
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