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Diagnosis of Agrarian System
in King Amphoe Krasae-Sin, Changwat Songkhla
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ABSTRACT

Qualitative research methods is used for diagnosis an agrarian system in low land area of
Changwat Songkhla. It was found that agrarian system in this area have shifted from self-
sufficient society, depending mainly on traditional rice production, to degradation of agricultural
sector and environmental crisis. Farms in the study area can be classified into five categories
based on differentiation of agricultural production system and agricultural producti\)ity. For
supporting agriculturalist in the area, these strategies should be imprdved : marketing and price
of agricultural product, diversified farming, making avalable credit to farmer, especially who has
a low level of saving, household industry sector utilizing available resource, and non-farm
employment. At the communtiy level, exising natural water sources should be managed so

sufficient water is available through out the year for both household and agricultural consumption.
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Figure 1. Agro-ecological zones in the study area.
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Table 1 Socio-economic characteristics of farms-in low land area of King Amphoe

Krasae-Sin.
Characteristics min max average
Agricultural land (rai) 6 45 21.95
Leasing in land (rai) 0 20 3.38
Mortgage land (rai) 0 14 0.72
Leasing out land (rai) 0 30 1.2
Mortgage out land (rai) 0] 15 1.20
Agricultural labor force in the household (person) 1 5 2.64
Off farm labor unit" ' 0 464 0.15
Household agricultural labor unit" 1 34 2.04
Agricultural land/labor unit (rai) 3.1 265 115
Aunnual fixed capital (Bahts) 0 6,500 1,769
Agricultural productivity (Bahts)? 1,856 4,4037 16,748

1) 300 man-days involved for activities equal 1 labor unit

2) Agricultural net profit per household agricultural labor unit
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Figure 2 Comparison of agricultural productivity (agricultural net profit/agricultural
labor unit) and land labor ratio (agricultural area/agricultural labor unit) of

various farms in the study area.
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Table 2. Farming systems typology in the study area.

“Typology of farm
Characteristics - - .
Type 107 Type 20V Type 3V Type 40 Type 5
1. Agricultural 5.7 8.8-26.5 8.9-17.5 3.1-100 5.6-22
land/Agricultural average 17.6 average 13.3 average 4.9 average 13.6
labor unit (rai) ~_ .
2. Hired labor 2 persons all 0.15-0.40 0.00-0.21 0.00-0.50 0-0.26
(persons or unit) year salary average 0.25 average 0.10 average 0.08  average 0.07
3. Annual fixed no estimation 5,210-6,500 0-2,405 0-2,623 0-3,365
capital - average 5,900 average 1,264  average 1,223 average 2,160
4. Cropping small area of - rice - rice ~ rice - rice
systems home gardening - integrated - after rice - after rice - after rice
farming (some crops , crops crops
farms) - some tree - cashews - cashews
crops especially - coconut ~ fruit trees
cashews - fruit trees )
- mixed
farming (4 of 9
farms 2-4 rai)
5. Animal raising intensive sows > 4 or sows 1-2,beef sows 1-2, beef sow < 2, beef
systems shrimp farm fattening pig cattle 2-15 cattle 3-4, fish cattle 3-6
more than 50 . pond (some
, ' ‘ farms)
6. Agricultural 84,600 average 37,440  average 20,450 average 8,260 average 19,160
productivity
(Bath) .
7. Off farms 90,000 0-73,000 0-25,200 0-8,333 4,800-48,000
income average 24,330 average 8,688  average 3,650 average 19,160

(1) Type 1: intensive shrimp farm

(2) Type 2: intensive animal raising farms .
(3) Type 3: rice-animal subsistance farms potentially changing in land-use
(4) Type 4: fice-animal farms lower than subsistance level

(5) Type 5:environmental crisis farms.

* number of in-depth study farms
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